TONBRIDGE & MALLING BOROUGH COUNCIL
JOINT TRANSPORTATION BOARD
14 March 2016

Report of the Director of Street Scene, Leisure and Technical Services
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WEST MALLING ON-STREET PARKING REVIEW - STAGE 2

Summary

This report updates Members on Stage 2 of the West Malling Parking Review
and makes recommendations on changes to on-street parking
arrangements arising from the formal consultation process.

Stage 2 - Update

The Council carried out informal consultation on a number of potential changes to
on-street parking in West Malling approximately a year ago, and reported the
responses back to the West Malling Steering Group and the Joint Transportation
Board in March 2015.

The responses from residents in Offham Road (north of Fartherwell Avenue) were
unclear, and the Steering Group asked that a further round of informal
consultation be undertaken on the proposals for that area. This was progressed
alongside the informal consultations for Phase 8 of the Parking Action Plan.

The outcome of the informal consultation was reported to this Board in November
2015, with a decision that the proposals be taken forward to formal consultation.

Outcome of Formal Consultation

Following this Board’s decision, the Council carried out formal consultation on the
potential changes to the on-street parking restrictions with the residents and
businesses of the areas affected.

The consultation started on 22" January 2016 and ran until 21st February, with a
couple of additional days allowed for late responses.

A list of locations along with a recommendation on how to proceed for each of
those locations is attached at Annex 1.
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A summary of the responses received for each location is shown at Annex 2. The
consultation plans are shown at Annex 3.

The full text of all of the responses we have received is available for members to
view at the meeting and scanned (redacted) versions of the responses will be
available online with the minutes.

Implementation

Any proposals this Board decide to implement will be introduced during Summer
2016.

Legal Implications

The on-street parking service is undertaken by the Borough Council on behalf of
Kent County Council under the terms of a formal legal agreement.

Financial and Value for Money Considerations

Funding to implement works associated with the parking action plan is provided
within existing approved Borough Council Budgets.

Risk Assessment

The assessment and consultation process applied to parking management should
provide the assurance that the Borough Council has the will and ability to adapt
the Parking Plans, in the light of comment and circumstances and to ensure that it
achieves a best balance of local parking needs. A regular review of the schemes
is crucial to ensure that we can correctly and effectively manage on-street parking
in these areas as the proposals are either introduced for safety reasons or to
provide a more appropriate balance of parking needs.

A major risk is that scheme proposals encounter significant lack of local support.
This risk is mitigated by the considerable effort devoted to ensuring there is
widespread consultation on proposals through two stages of informal consultation
before any formal stage of consultation is reached. There is also care given to
ensuring that schemes are adjusted and adapted in the light of comments and
observations received from the local community, without compromising safety or
the Council’s commitment to deal appropriately with identified safety concerns.

Equality Impact Assessment

The decisions recommended through this paper have a remote or low relevance
to the substance of the Equality Act. There is no perceived impact on end users.

Recommendations

Itis RECOMMENDED to Cabinet that;
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i. the recommendations outlined in Annex 1to the report be agreed, and

i. the changes are made to draft Amendment 11 of the Borough Council’s on-
street Traffic Regulation Order, and the Order is sealed.

contact: Andy Bracey
Parking Manager

Robert Styles
Director of Street Scene, Leisure and Technical Services
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